
SCIENTIST
dress like a

Scientists who study ancient DNA work in a special laboratory called a cleanroom, and 
they wear specialized clothing to protect the fragile ancient DNA from modern 
contamination. 

What does it feel like to be an ancient DNA scientist? Try on the safety clothing provided 
and see for yourself! Feel free to take a picture to show your family and friends. Can you 
recognize your friends when they are dressed up like a scientist? 

Safety glasses

Pipettor

Tyvek suit

Gloves

Laboratory boots

Face mask
protect the scientist 
from splashing liquids 

allows the scientist to 
measure and transfer very 
small and very precise 
amounts of liquid

are clean boots that keep the 
dirt and dust of the countryside 
and city streets out of the 
ancient DNA clean room

prevents saliva and 
bacteria in the mouth 

from contaminating 
samples

full-body suit that 
prevents hairs and 

skin cells from 
contaminating 

samples

protect the hands and 
prevent sweat and 

skin oils from 
contaminating 

samples


